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Title: Life in Salvation (DD-11)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the Calvinistic distinctives.

Introduction
In our studies of biblical doctrine, we are presently considering the Calvinistic distinctives. We have already considered the Plan of Salvation, the Accomplishment of Salvation, the Application of Salvation. Now we move to consider the Life in Salvation or the Preservation and Perseverance of the Saints.
SECTION 4: THE PRESERVATION & PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS
· Preface:
1. The issue we are here addressing is simply this: Will your life after conversion determine your eternal destiny?
a. For some the answer is, “No. It will not. Once save, always saved, no matter what you do. For whatever you do have nothing to do with your salvation but only your rewards in heaven.”
b. For others, the answer is, “Yes. Your life after conversion will most surely affect your eternal destiny. In fact, your eternal destiny rest entirely in your own hands. Unless you really work hard at it, you can even loose your salvation.”

2. Now what has God to say about this issue? The answer lies in what historically has been called as the preservation and perseverance of the saints. And we are to think of this teaching as two sides of a coin. You cannot look at both sides simultaneously but only one side at a time. 
Trans:
So let us look first at one side…

I. THE PRESERVATION OF THE SAINTS
A. By the preservation of the saints, what do we mean? All those who are truly saved, God will most surely preserve to the very end; none of them will ultimately be lost.
B. And the Scripture is absolutely clear on this issue. Let us just look at a few.

1.
John 6:37 (READ). All that the Father has chosen and given to the Son none will be lost. They will all make it to eternal glory.

2.
John 10:25-30 (READ). 

a.
Christ’s language here is unmistakable. All of Christ’s sheep will follow the Shepherd and none of them will ever be lost. 
b.
And why? The reason is to be found in the care and protection the Shepherd provides. A sheep is not a very wise and strong creature. It is prone to wonder off because of its poor eye sight and bad sense of direction. And it is very vulnerable to predators like wolves because it has very little defense mechanism. Therefore, the safety of the sheep lies ultimately in the protection a shepherd provides. And the same is true of Christ’s sheep.
c.
But what if Christ as the Shepherd will fail? What if someone or something will be able to overpower Him? Impossible! For what is in the Son’s protection is also mysteriously in the Father’s protection. And there is no one greater than the Father. And since the Son and Father are One, then absolutely nothing in heaven or on earth or under the earth can ever snatch the sheep away from Christ and His Father’s hands. They will all be safely brought into glory.
3.
One specific illustration of this is found in Lk 22:31 (READ).  In a real sense, Peter’s faith failed because he denied the Lord there times. But why was it that Peter’s faith did not completely fail? Why did Peter turn back again to Christ? Because of Christ’s powerful intercession! 
4.
Another text is found Jer 32:40 (READ). Note that the promise is two-pronged. 
a.
First, God promises never to stop doing good to His people. 

b.
Secondly, He also promises that He will, by His Spirit, put the godly fear of Him in their hearts that they will never turn away from Him (they will never completely apostatized). God promises here to preserve His people in the way of faith and obedience.
5.
1John 3:9 (READ). 

a.
This passage is not teaching sinless perfection – Cf 1:8-10 ( “we have not sinned” or “we have not been sinning”).

b.
But what John is saying is that a person who has truly been born of God cannot or is unable to continue living in sin. ‘

c.
And why? Because the seed of divine life is in him; he has been born of God. 
6.
Phil 1:3-6 (READ). God will never leave half-done those whom He has began His gracious work of salvation. He will most surely complete or finish the work He has started.
7.
1Thes 5:23-24 (READ). Note that the certainly or guarantee of a believer’s completed salvation rest ultimately, not upon the believer’s faithfulness, nor of the pastors’ faithfulness, or of the church’s faithfulness, but upon God’s faithfulness. Because God is faithful, He will bring to pass the glorification of all those who are truly His own.
C.
Now this biblical teaching is of tremendous importance and practical relevance. And let me give you just three.

1.
It shows that those who fall away or completely apostatized only show that they were never really truly saved. 
a.
1Jn 2:18-19 (READ. And the “us” here refer to the apostolic fellowship that holds to the apostolic teachings preserved to us now in the Bible.
b.
John 8:30-32 (READ). The acid test that will prove that a person is a true disciple is continuing in faith and obedience to Christ’s word in spite of opposition, trial, and temptations. 
2.
Moreover, this biblical teaching will keep true Christians from carnal pride.

a.
If a Christian is persevering in the Christian life, then he cannot pat his shoulder and congratulate himself and boast of his perseverance. “See, how faithful I am. See, how much I have persevered in spite of opposition, trials, and temptation.”
b.
When a Christian perseveres, he knows it is because God has been preserving Him. Therefore, all glory, praise, and thanksgiving belong to the Lord.

3.
Furthermore, this biblical teaching will keep Christians from carnal fear and anxiety.

a.
Christians face a triad of evil – the world, the flesh, and the devil. Therefore, it is no wonder why many Christians are always plague with fears as to whether they will make it to the end. In the midst of the storms of life, there is a tendency to wonder, “Will I ever make it to the golden shore?”
b.
But those who are true Christians will make. 2Tim 1:12 (READ). Quote: Newton: “Thru many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come. Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.”
Trans:
But that is just one side of the coin. There is a flip side of this teaching of the preservation of the Saints. And that teaching is the…

II. THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS
A.
And what do we mean by the perseverance of the saints? For a Christian to enter glory, then there is a need for him/her to persevere in the Christian life. God’s preservation does not work mechanically. His preservation does not cancel out the need for His people to persevere in the Christian life and in those means God has ordained for his/her preservation.
B.
And this truth is also clearly and unmistakably taught in the Bible. Let us look at a few of them.

1.
Matthew 24:3-13 (READ). 

a.
This passage is not teaching that those who are truly saved can be lost – that would contradict too many passages of the Bible elsewhere.
b.
But what it is teaching is that because of the increase of lawlessness, many who profess faith in Christ and even some kind of attachment to Christ will fall away. And the Lord makes it very clear that only those who persevere to the end will be ultimately saved. Perseverance is absolutely essential.
2.
John 15:5-6 (READ). 

a.
Note that Christ addressed these words to His disciples or followers. And here He stresses the necessity that His disciples abide in Him. 
b.
And why is it necessary? A branch will only bear fruit if it continues to be vitally connected to the vine. If a branch will not, then it will dry up and be cast into the fire.

3.
Col 1:21-23 (READ). Note here that continuing in the faith is made a condition of a believer’s consummate or final salvation. A Christian must persevere in the faith, if he is to be ultimately or finally saved. 

4.
Rom 11:22 (READ). Note here that a warning is issued. Christians must continue in God’s kindness or else they will be cut off and experience the severity of God. We must persevere in the faith.
5.
Rom 8:12-13 (READ). Note here that the mortification of sin is made a condition for ultimate glorification. If a Christian will live according to the flesh, he will not continue to mortify sin, then he will die. But if by the Spirit he is putting to death the deeds of the body, then he will live. There is a need to persevere in the way of holiness.

6.
Heb 10:35-39 (READ). The Holy Spirit here stresses the need for perseverance. Christians must persevere and not shrink back because of the trials and difficulties they are facing in the Christian life. And although the writer was sure that, unlike the others, the kind of faith these believers had was saving in nature, he still stresses the need for them to persevere, warning them of the danger of not doing it. God will preserve those who are truly His own, but that does not cancel out the need for His own to persevere in the faith. They must persevere or be lost.

7.
Revelations 3:1-6 (READ). Christ here stresses the need for His people to persevere in the Christian life – in evangelical obedience. And the motivational reason He gives to the one is that He, “will not erase his name from the book of life.”  In other words, the danger of not persevering is not only that one will have no rewards in heaven but that he will not even be in heaven.  Perseverance is absolutely necessary.
C.
Now this teaching seems to be in conflict with the teaching of the preservation of the saints. Right? Well – yes.  But we must hold to both because both a clearly and equally taught in the Bible. 

1.
And there is a beautiful illustration of this in Acts 27.
a.
Context: Paul, was a prisoner, is on a ship towards Rome. But the ship got caught in a violent storm that threatened to sink the ship.

b.
Vss 21-25; Vss 30-31 (READ). Which of Paul’s statement is true? Both!

c.
And yet consider the ultimate outcome - Vss 40b (READ).

2.
The same is true of the biblical teaching of the preservation and perseverance of the saints. Both are taught in the Scriptures and, therefore, we must hold to both with equal tenacity. That God will preserve those who are truly is own and none will be ultimately lost is true. And that God’s people need to persevere so as not to be lost and so to enter final glorification is also equally true. And we must hold to both biblical teachings. 
D.
And remember that this teaching of the perseverance of the saints is equally important as the teaching of the perseverance of the saints. And let me give you just three reasons.

1.
First, this teaching emphasizes that although salvation is not by works it is not without works. It is not our works that will merit us the right to enter heaven but we must work in order to get to the gates of heaven. Phil 2:12-13 (READ). 

2.
Moreover, this teaching will keep Christians from carnal laxity and presumption.
a.
While the teaching of God’s preservation that we looked at earlier will keep us from carnal fear and anxiety, this teaching of the perseverance of the saints will also keep us from the danger of carnal laxity and presumption.

b.
If a Christian grows slack or very careless in his Christian life, then there is a biblical ground for him to fear damnation. He must persevere in order to enter heaven.
3.
Moreover, this teaching will give Christians a powerful motivation to be a brother’s keeper.

a.
Heb 3:12-14; 1Tim 4:13-16 (READ). 
b.
One of the reasons why Christians are often very lax about this duty of being a brother’s keeper is because of the idea that if a person is truly save, then he will make it to the end. Well yes. But does not cancel out the need for him to persevere in the faith, nor your duty to act as your brother’s keeper.

Conclusion

So let us hold fast to this two-faceted biblical teaching: the preservation and perseverance of the saints. Let us train our mind to think biblically. And let us hold with equal tenacity each facet of biblical revelation. Let us also teach each facet with equal emphasis.
